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OVERVIEWOFPROJECTAND OBJECTIVES



and communication skills and/or abilities of children 3 months to 2 years.
identify the activities used by early childhood practitioners to engagewith and provide for

children 3 months to 2 yearsin the edu-care centre environment.

Research question

What knowledge and
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therefore, the socialand communication needsof children during their early school yearsare

one of the most crucial areas for holistic development to occur. Combining Dr. Pedro and Prof

De ‘— cetheeretical and practical knowledge will likely create a fruitful study that will

advance theorizing andesearchin the context of South African families and ECD Advancing

research in the field of Early Childhood in both the U.S. and South Africa Wk mutually

beneficial for both countries and both UM and UWC. This upholds the missiontoé UM-UWC

Faculty ExchangeProgram.

Second, the proposed project wilinform future efforts to support and educate early
childhood practitioners and principals about how to enhance early learning for young
children. Findings from this study may inform South African ECD practitioners on best
practices of how to enhancethe developmental milestones such as social and communication
skills for children 3months to 2 years. The National Integrated Early Childhood Development
Policy (NIECDP) states that qualified, proficient ECD practitioners are essential to reaching the

goalsof the NIECDPasthey are 0"+’ "« « <fpf gromoting and facilitating the optimumcare,
development and education of young children from birth to schoeyoing agethrough aholistic
approachto the well-being and development of young ... S < Z {(S¢utbAfrica, 2015, p. 108).
S—-4 o —c—<tet e fUE L7 <—<... [ Z youth-andtiecoudtry dsawh®le.” " <... f 1.
According to Lally (2000), ECDpractitioners and their learners can be best supported by
responsive curriculum planning, which focuseson finding strategies to help infanttoddler
teachers search for, support, and keep alivehildren's internal motivation to learn. This study
seeks to provide practitioners with arepertoire of possible approacheson how to practically
implement activities to develop ... S < Z fabkajppropriate milestones. Findings from this study
may also inform future intervention efforts that seekto teachpractitioners how to engageand
develop practical tasks and activities within the classroom environment but further expand

theseto other environments suchasthe home environment.

Third, the proposed project will result in aconference presentation and journal
publication. Given the theoretical and practical significance of this projedboth Prof DeSouza
and 1 will submit and present the resulting manuscript tolnternational conferenceplatforms.
Wewill submit the manuscript to a peer reviewed journal for publicationProf DeSowa andl
as well asother collaborators will be listed as authors on this conference presentation and

publication.

Fourth, an intended outcome of the proposed project will be tofoster these

collaborations and continue this line of research . As part ofmy and Prof De ‘— cergsearch



on early childhood practitioners and principals andimplementing ateachingcurriculum at edu-
care centres and preschools, they will continue to investigate and explorthe needs and

training requirements and provide training to capacitate th 842 re W* re 5].Td [(p)6 (rac)-6 (t)5 (i)-4 ()5 (i)






PROGRESIOWARDOUTCOMES: TIMELINE

After Prof Andresai* ~k#oxCapeTown, wemet several times to plan manuscripts and next steps

for the project. Currently, we are analyzingthe quantitative datafor amanuscript. The qualitative

data has been analyed and a draft manuscript has been written up.

At this point we are re[(T)-6 (n BT /)T ET (5 (n)8 (g)]TJ ET Q -(t)5 (hi)-2 (s)- (u24842 r-hi)34 >>




our research questions conduding data collection, writing up the manuscripts,submitting
our manuscripts to journals and disseminating our finlings of our project at conferenes, we

are addressng the first three outcomed objectivesof our project.

Regarding our fourth objective, we successfully established armbntinue to foster a
collaborative and mutually beneficial relationship between researchers and students at MU
and UWCProf Andresaand | are continuing to work on the current data while planning for
future projects, including those that will sendme to the United States andProf Andresaback
to Souh Africa. Prof Andresa is alsocollaborating on another research study with Prof
Roman.We will continue looking into other external funding for collaborative projects with
UM andUWC scholars.
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